
 

The Methodist Message 

  

 Do you remember the “plate spinner” variety show guy from the Ed Sullivan show? Yes, I’m 

aging most of us! We might have been awed at the marvel as the guy ran back and forth keeping 

all the dozens of plates going. We were amazed! What would happen if he couldn’t keep up? The 

ceramic plates would crash to the floor broken into shards. A trick turned into trash. 

 Recently, I spoke with the kids and adults attending the worship service about being aware 

of how many “plates” all of us are “spinning.” I encouraged all of us to be more patient and kind in 

our expectations and demands of each other. Everyone received a drawing of the “plate spinner” 

and were encouraged to write on the “plates” all the things we were trying to keep “spinning.” Each 

of us have so many things on our “plates.”  

 As disciples on the path with Jesus, we should be striving to be more loving and kind to 

everyone we meet, but this is especially so in the church family. We have the whole world out 

there mistreating each other and “against us.”  Jesus gives us, in the Gospels of Matthew and 

Luke (Mt. 18: 15-17, Lk. 17:3) instructions on how to talk with, and to, each other if there is a disa-

greement between disciples. Maybe you have heard me say, “Agree to disagree in the love of 

Christ.” The grace of God which is extended to each of us over and over must be extended to all 

our brothers and sisters especially in the church family. 

 We should be examples of Jesus as His disciples. When we choose (and it is a choice) to 

not act towards each other with patience, kindness and God’s grace, we are a stumbling block to 

others and our hypocrisy hurts the possibility of strengthening another’s spiritual journey or maybe 

even turning them completely away from God. People of all ages, backgrounds and experiences 

are looking to us, and listening to us, to see if we will really be salt and light, and treat each other 

the way Jesus instructs us. The Golden Rule: “Treat others as you want them to treat you” (Mt. 

7:12 CEV) is only “golden” if we live it out as Christ’s disciples.  We can do this, if we choose to, if 

we want to.  

 Let’s continue on our path of discipleship, growing together, not apart. As we care for our 

own “plates” spinning, let’s help each other to keep their “plates” going.  We wouldn’t want our 

plates or each other’s to come crashing down to become broken shards of trash. You are valuable 

and so are our brothers and sisters in Christ. Let’s live like it! 

 God’s Shalom and mine, Pastor Billie Lou 
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SCHEDULE OF LEADERS and SERVICES while Pastor Billie Lou is on vacation 
 

      SLFUMC       BUMC 
 

AUGUST 4 (Pastor is here-Communion) 

Theme & Scripture:   The Call of the Fisherman   Luke 5: 1-11     

Liturgist/Leader:    Gary Amiels       Jan Edgar 

Kids Message:     Pastor        Pastor 

Tech:       Video 1 (each church has their own copy)   Video 1 
Communion Steward: at the altar rail  Karen Galloway       Edith Humm 

Special Music:     Pat Pyle 

Health Care Team:     Gladys Poindexter, Terry Bailey     Karen Short, Jan 

Edgar 

AUGUST 11 (Pastor gone - vacation #1 - 4 weeks) 

Theme & Scripture:   Walking with Jesus in the Storms   Matthew 14: 22-34    

Liturgist/Leader:    Cheryl Irvin       Lois Arthur  

Kids Message:     Deb Brune       Edna Bell 

Tech:       Video 2       Video 2 

AUGUST 18 (Pastor gone) 

Theme & Scripture:   Bedrock or Stumbling Block?   Matthew 16: 13-19, 21-23     

Liturgist/Leader:    Linda Johnson       Lynne Holloway 

Kids Message:     Dawn Lake       Sheri Murphy 

Tech:       Video 3       Video 3  
                 Brunch following worship 

AUGUST 25 (Pastor gone) 

Theme & Scripture:   “I Will Not Deny You”   Matthew 26: 31-35     

Liturgist/Leader:    Terry Bailey       Edith Humm 

Kids Message:     Nancy Hodges        (no kids mes-

sage) 

Tech:       Video 4       Video 4 

SEPTEMBER 1 (Pastor gone-no communion) 

Theme & Scripture:   From Cowardice to Courage  John 21: 12, 15-17     

Liturgist/Leader:    Deb Brune (sub for Roger)     Lyndsay Wingle 

Kids Message:     Lynne Holloway      Lynne Holloway 

Tech:       Video 5       Video 5 
Health Care Team:    Gladys Poindexter, Terry Bailey     Lois Arthur, Linda 

Nagel 

SEPTEMBER 8 (Pastor is here) 

Theme & Scripture:   The Rest of the Story   Acts 2: 14, 38-41   

Liturgist/Leader:    Roger Brown (sub for Sabatovich’s)    Lois Arthur 

Kids Message:     Pastor        Pastor 

Tech:       Video 6 (end of series)    Video 6 (end of series) 

SEPTEMBER 15 (Pastor is here) 

Theme & Scripture:   Simon Peter - Epilogue: The Silent Years   1 Peter 5: 2-4, 2 Peter 3: 18   

Liturgist/Leader:    Terry Bailey (sub for Sam Miller)    Lois Arthur 

Kids Message:     Pastor        Pastor 

Tech:   
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Have you ever thought about being a lay servant?  UMC Lay Servant 

Ministries will be offering three different classes throughout Central 

Michigan that you can attend and get the classes needed to be a lay 

servant for the church.  The three locations are: 

Auburn UMC—September 7th & 14th from 9 am—3 pm 

Edmore Faith UMC—October 12th & 19th from 9 am—3 pm 

Wesley Foundation, CMU Campus– November 2nd & 9th 

from 9 am—3 pm 

 

Registration Information: 

 

 

 

FALL LAY SERVANT CLASSES 

 



 

 

 

 

  August  Birthdays 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
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 1.     Janet Palmer 

 2.    Frank Gotts 

 9.    Dale Bushre 

11.    Holly Prince    

14.    Mike Cooper 

17.    Reese Harrison 

20.   Cole Stoneman 

21. Griffin SanMiguel 

22. Emerson Gulick 
 

 

August Anniversaries 

August 15, 2009- 

Bob and Jan Edgar 

 

August 21, 1971- 

Dave and Loretta Briggs 

 

Aug. 24, 1991- 

Sebastion and Carin SanMiguel 

 

 

Monday, August 5—Sweet Adelines every Monday @ 

6:30pm 

Tuesday, August 6—BHMW Food Pantry 10 am—1 pm 

                                      United Leadership Team meeting at 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, August 7-Wednesday Sept. 4—Pastor on Vacation 

Thursday, August 8—Gratiot County Personal Needs Pantry @ SLFUMC 12-3 

                                       YAHA luncheon 12 noon 

Thursday, August 22—Outreach meeting 2pm 

Tuesday, August 27—Free Community Supper @ SLFUMC—4:30pm 

 

 

Congratulations go out to Wade and Angela SanMiguel 

on the birth of their baby girl, Sierra.  Wade is the son of 

Sebastion and Carin SanMiguel and the grandson of 

Beverly Bott.    We wish many blessings 

to the entire family.   

 
 
 
 
  
 

Fully Rely On God 
Rally Day

All Children, Youth and Families are Welcome to Attend. 
Let’s celebrate the end of summer and restart of fall activities in our 

community and churches! 
During the morning worship service kids will learn more about 
our month-long theme to rely on God. Kids will have an oppor-
tunity to choose a frog item to take home with them each week. 
Kids will participate in worship for the first part of worship, which 

includes a special kids message, then K-5 grd. will go to Kid’s 
Church for a lesson and younger ones may attend Nursery. A small 
snack will be served. Youth may attend the rest of worship or go to 

Kids Church 
Sunday, September 8, 2024 9:30AM 

 
125 3rd St. Breckenridge, MI. 48615 

Breckenridge United Methodist Church 
 

“You, God, are my fortress, my God on whom I can rely” Psalm 59: 9-10 


